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Working with Templates

A template could be called the foundation of AutoCAD. Templates are used to keep con-
sistency in drawings by predefining styles and standards. Also, using them properly can
save a tremendous amount of time setting up each drawing. When a new drawing is cre-
ated that is based off an existing template, all the settings and saved options are trans-
ferred to your new drawing. Every time a new drawing is started, it is based off some sort
of template, even if it is the default ones that come to you out of the box.

The default templates are shown below.
A/ Select template

Look in: { Template v]| =B @ ¥ EY Vews v Tools
[ . ) Preview
Mame Date modified Type
PTWTemplates 6/12/2009 8:57 ...  File Fo
SheetSets 8/14/2009 8:06 ... File Fo
Ginlacad.dwt 2/11/20093:07 ... AutoCi
gin) acad3D.dwt 2/11/20093:07 ... AutoCs
gin)acad -Named Plot S...  2/11/20093:07.. AutoCs
m?_a:ad -Named Plot S... 2/11/2009 3:07 ... AutoCs
:«: acadiso.dwt 2/11/2009 3:07 ... AutoC}
gin acadiso3D.dwt 2/11/2009 3:07 ... AutoCs
:w‘; acadISO -Named Pl... 2/11/2009 3:07 ... AutoC2
m: acadISO -Named Pl...  2/11/2009 3:07 ... AutoC:
G Tutorial-iArch.dwt  2/11/2009 2:58 ...  AutoC
gin| Tutorial-iMfg.dwt 2/11/2009 2:58 ...  AutoCs
m: Tutorial-mArch.dwt 2/11/2009 3:07 ... AutoC:
r_.;,? Tutorial-mMfg.dwt 2/11/2009 3:07 ... AutoCs

4 i [

File name:

Files of type: ‘Dramng Template (*.dwt)

Some of the options users have when creating a tem-
plate are creating layers, configuring drafting settings,
configuring a title block and layouts, and even text or
dimension styles. The idea is to save these objects and
settings only one time in your template, so that every
new drawing you start will have these settings.

Although somewhat unknown, creating a template is not
a difficult process. A template can be started from any
existing template, or one of the default templates Auto-
CAD provides you with. Once inside the initial drawing
you would go about your business as usual, create lay-
ers, layouts, viewports, and save settings. Anything you
want to be start with in a new drawing. Once you have
finished, the last thing to do is to actually save it as a
template file. A template file differs from a drawing
file, in so that once a template is used to create a draw-
ing; it is converted to a .dwg to save you from acci-
dently saving over your existing template file. The ex-
tension for templates is .dwt. To save a file as a .dwt
select “Save-As” and choose AutoCAD Drawing Tem-
plate.



Save a copy of the drawing

Save the current drawing to the default
drawing (DWG) file format
o

AutoCAD Drawing Template

Create 2 drawing template (DWT) file in

owi'| which can be used to create a new
drawing

D New g AutoCAD Drawing

@
H
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AutoCAD Drawing Standards

N B Create a drawing standards (DWS) file
| = Export » which can be used to check the standards

of a drawing
@ Print ’ Other formats...

g Save the current drawing to a DWG, DWT,
= DWS, or DXF file format
@ Publish »

Save Layout as a Drawing

g@sm | B o :
Drawing » R
69 Utilities
|1_] Vauit Server »

AutoCAD has a default location to save all the draw-
ing templates. You may have noticed that every time
you create a new drawing, the “New” dialog box
jumps to the same location on your machine. To
change the default location where these files are
saved, go to Options, and select the Files tab. Under
template settings expand Drawing Template File Loca-
tion. You can change this file path to a desired loca-
tion.

¢VANILLAS> & Cument drawing: Drawing1.dwg
Fies | Display | Open and Save [ Plot and Publish | System | User Preferences | Drafting | 3D Modeing [ Seletion | Frofies|

Search paths, file names, and fie locations:
(& ) Customization Fies
=[] Help and Miscellaneous File Names
-] h Text Edtor, Dictionary, and Font Fle Names
3] a Print File, Spooler, and Prolog Section Names
31 [7) Printer Support Fie Path
& @ Automatic Save File Location
} E Calor Book Locations
] E, Data Sources Location
&[4 Template Setings
=@ Drawing Template File Location
=y C:\Users\josh. JERRY\appdata\local\autodesk\autocad mechanical 2010 18.0\enu'template
i@ Sheet St Template Fie Location
& [% Defauk Template Fle Name for GNEW
#- [ Default Template for Sheet Creation and Page Setup Overides
& Tool Falettes File Locations
1 & Authoring Palette File Locations

To edit an existing template, all you have to do is to
open the template as if it were a regular drawing, make
the changes and save it as a .dwt again.



Creating a template is a work in progress; don’t expect for a perfect template to be cre-
ated in an hour. Once a working template is in use you should see a significant reduction
in time spent doing the tedious parts of the drawing.
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